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� We took up the case of a young woman 
denied compensation for rape under 
Regulation 649.56 of the California Victim 
Compensation Program (CalVCP). 

� Regulation denied sex workers compensation 
on the grounds of “Involvement in the events 
leading to the qualifying crime of 
prostitution.” 

� It was the only regulation of its type in the 
country. 



� 649.56 was being amended to allow victims 
of trafficking to claim compensation, but 
remained intact for other sex workers. 

� Made the decision to launch a campaign to 
get the regulation scrapped for all sex 
workers. 

� Attended 2 public hearings on the trafficking 
amendment in Sacramento. 



� Coordinated with the Erotic Service Providers 
Union. 

� Organized a working group with other 
individuals and organizations. 

� Held regular meetings to plan our initiative. 
� Highlighted similar regulation 649.4(b) 

preventing formerly incarcerated people 
from claiming compensation. 



� Solicited the support of organizations across 
California and won broad-based public 
support including the ACLU and the National 
Lawyers Guild. 

� Organized an ongoing letter-writing and call-
in campaign to the Board. 

� Held an exciting public meeting at the SF 
Public Library to build support. 



� Went to Sacramento and lobbied the Board 
and they agreed to hold a full review of 
regulation 649.56. 

� This involved two CalVCP public hearings in 
Sacramento, which we organized to attend 
with sex workers and other victims of rape. 

� Both hearings were well attended, and at 
one 17 women (mostly sex workers) gave 
compelling and moving testimony about their 
experiences of rape and violence. 



� Wrote regular press releases on the ongoing 
campaign and successes and sent them to 
local, national and international press. 

� Invited press to cover the San Francisco 
library community event. 

� Held a press conference in front of the 
Capitol Building before the Board vote on the 
regulation on December 12 2013. 

 



� Worked with the victim on her appeal to the 
compensation Board. 

� Helped get a pro bono lawyer for her 
compensation appeal. 

� Pressured her local DA’s office to press 
criminal charges against the rapist, who had 
been let out of jail, and get him re-arrested 
and brought to trial.  

� Found legal counsel for the criminal case. 



�  Won repeal of Regulation 649.56! 
�  DA prosecuted the rapist and brought him to trial and 

he was convicted this month. 
�  Gained massive national and international press 

coverage including in the Huffington Post, Capitol 
Alert, US News and World Report, CBS TV and more. 

�  Got support letters from Assemblywoman Nancy 
Skinner, Supervisor David Campos, and the 
Department on the Status of Women 

�  Last week the Board voted to grant compensation to 
14 sex workers who had been raped and previously 
denied compensation. 

�  Produced a video of the the victory “Sex workers win 
compensation for rape in California” 

�  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2pr-4Rt8k0 



    Partial list:  Alexandria House; ACLU  of Northern California; All of Us or 
None; BAYSWAN, Bay Area Sex Worker Advocacy Network; California 
Coalition for Women Prisoners; California Crime Victims; Californians 
United for Responsible Budget; Children of the Night; Coalition on 
Homelessness/SF; Critical Resistance, Oakland; Erotic Service Providers 
Legal, Education and Research Project; Every Mother is a Working Mother 
Network; Faithful Fools Street Ministry; Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic 
Club; In Defense of Prostitute Women’s Safety Project; Jeff Adachi, Public 
Defender; Justice Now; Interfaith Communities United for Justice and 
Peace; Feminists Working on Real Democracy; Harm Reduction Coalition; 
LA CAN; Legal Action for Women; Long Beach Area Peace Network; Los 
Angeles Community Action Network; National Lawyers Guild/San 
Francisco Bay Area Chapter; Orange County Peace Coalition; Poor 
Magazine/Prensa POBRE; Queer Strike; San Francisco for Democracy; San 
Francisco Green Party; Sex Workers’ Outreach Project/Bay Area; Sin 
Baras; St James Infirmary; US PROStitutes Collective; Veterans For Peace 
chapters 067 and 110; Women of Color in the Global Women’s Strike… 

     Planning group: BAYSWAN; Erotic Service Providers Union; F*WORD; Kate 
Horton; In Defense of Prostitute Women's Safety Project; Legal Action for   
Women; Elisa Oceguera; Queer Strike; Sex Workers Outreach Project; Sin 
Barras; US PROStitutes Collective 

 




